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were abhorrent to American ideas :r and with the
latter, after half a century of fair trialand experiment,
it \vas found impossible to have any close social
relations. The Canadians, on the other hand, said
that some of the Sikhs who came to Canada were
quite nice fellows to mix with, but the majority were
an undesirable lot and had proved themselves
objectionable in a variety of ways. " For instance,"
said one of them,t41 live at Vancouver and the laws
of British Columbia strictly forbid women of ill-
repute from staying and plying their trade in the
State territories. However, if the women can pro-
duce a marriage-certificate the law is unable to
touch them. Knowing this, the sisterhood has hit
upon an ingenious way of evading the clutches of
the law. As no white man would ordinarily care to
sell his name to them, they get hold of some needy
Sikh, go through a mock marriage ceremonial with
him and then with their marriage-certificates they
openly defy the law. Apart from this, we quite know
that we belong to the same Empire and that the
men we are keeping out are after all British subjects;
but somehow we feel we cannot allow the Sikh in.
We have got to keep him out. Sentiment is strong
on the point and there is no way out of it." I said I
quite saw his point and would go a great way with
him in many of his ideas and would even uphold
some of his principal contentions. To me, no less
than to him, it would be a horrifying idea to have
the sad experience of Southern States repeated in
Canada and see this fair land under the shadow of